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The Call of the Wild 

  

Type of work: novel 

Genre:  adventure story 

Setting (time): The late 1890s 

Setting (place): California, then Alaska and the Klondike region of Canada 

Protagonist: Buck 
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Jack London:  The Call of the Wild 

 

     It was a beautiful spring weather. The snow and ice were melting, the plants 

were growing, the forest animals were waking from their winter sleep. It was a 

lovely morning when the two men, and five dogs pulling Mercedes on the 

sledge, came into John Thornton’s camp at White River. They stopped, and the 

dogs dropped down immediately to rest. 

     John Thornton was mending an axe, and he went on working as he talked to 

Hal.   

     ‘Is it safe to cross the river here?’ asked Hal.    

     ‘No, the ice is too thin. It’s much too dangerous,’ answered Thornton. 

    ‘People have told us that before,’ laughed Hal, ‘but we got here with no 

problems.’ 

     ‘Only somebody very stupid would cross the White River here,’ said 

Thornton. 

     ‘That’s what you think,’ said Hal. ‘But we’ve got to get to Dawson.’ He 

picked up his whip. ‘Come on, Buck! Get up now! Let’s go!’ 

     Thornton went on working. He had warned them, knew he couldn’t stop 

these stupid men from going on. 

     But Buck didn’t get up. Sol-leks stood up slowly, then Teek and Joe, and 

finally Pike. But Buck stayed where he was. The whip came down on him again 

and again. Thornton started to speak, then stopped, and began to walk up and 

down. 

     Hal now put down his whip and started to hit Buck with a club. But Buck had 

decided not to get up. He had felt thin ice under his feet all day and he saw thin 

ice in front of him. The club hit him again and again, but Buck felt almost 

nothing. 

     Then suddenly, with a wild cry, John Thornton jumped on Hal, throwing him 

backwards. Mercedes screamed. 

     ‘If you hit that dog again, I’ll kill you,’ Thornton shouted. 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. What season of the year is it? 

2. What part of day is it? 

3. How many dogs were pulling the sledge? 

4. Who was sitting on the sledge? 

5. Whose camp did they come to? 

6. What’s the name of the river? 

7. What was John Thornton mending? 

8. What did Hal and his friends want to do? 

9. Where did they want to go? 

10. Who warned them not to do so? 

11. Who is Buck? 

12. Why didn’t he want to get up? 

13. Why was he beaten with a club? 

14. Who wanted to kill Hal and why? 

 

Answers: 

1. Spring. 

2. Morning. 

3. Five. 

4. Mercedes. 

5.  To John Thornton’s camp. 

6. The White River. 
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7. An axe. 

8. To cross the river. 

9. To Dawson. 

10.  John Thornton. 

11.  A dog. 

12.   Because he had felt thin ice under his feet all day and 

he saw thin ice in front of him.  

13.  Because he didn’t want to get up. 

14.  John Thornton because Hal hit Buck several times 

with a club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 
autorskému zákonu. 
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