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   Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlett Letter  

 

  ‘Listen to me, Hester Prynne!’ the voice said again. 

     It was the voice of the famous John Wilson, the oldest priest in Boston, and a 

kind man. He stood with the other priests and officers of the town on a balcony 

outside the meeting-house, which was close behind the scaffold. 

     ‘I have asked my young friend to ask you once again.’ 

     Mr Dimmesdale, the young priest, stepped forward on the balcony and 

looked down at the woman below him. 

     ‘Hester Prynne,’ he said. ‘If you think it will bring peace to your soul, and 

will bring you closer to the path to heaven, speak out the name of the man! Do 

not be silent because you feel sorry for him. Believe me, Hester, although he 

may have to step down a high place and stand beside you on the platform of 

shame, it is better to do that than to hide a guilty heart through his life. Heaven 

has allowed you public shame, and the chance to win an open battle with the evil 

inside you and   the sadness outside. Do you refuse to give him that same chance 

– which he may be too afraid to take himself?’ 

     Hester shook her head, her face now as pale as t young priest’s. 

     ‘I will not speak his name,’ she said. ‘My child must find a father in heaven. 

She will never know one on earth!’  

     Again she was asked, and again she refused. Then the oldest priest spoke to 

the crowd about all the evil in the world, and about the sin that brought the mark 

of the scarlet letter. For an hour or more he spoke, but Hester Prynne kept her 

place alone upon the platform of shame.  

     When the hours of punishment were over, she was taken back to prison. And 

it was whispered by those who stared after her that the scarlet letter threw a 

terrible, ghostly light into the darkness inside the prison doors. 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. What’s the name of the town? 

2. Who was the oldest priest in Boston? 

3. Who was standing on the scaffold? 

4. Who was asked to ask Hester again? 

5. Where were the priests and officers standing? 

6. What name did Hester refuse to give to the priests? 

7. Why did she refuse to do so? 

8. Who spoke to the crowd? 

9. What was the speech about? 

10. Where was she taken after the punishment is over? 

 

Answers: 

1. Boston. 

2. John Wilson. 

3. Hester. 

4.  Mr Dimmesdale. 

5. On a balcony outside the meeting-house. 

6. The name of her lover. 

7. Because she didn’t want. 

8. John Wilson. 

9. About all the evil in the world, and about the sin that brought the mark of 

the scarlet letter. 

10.  She was taken back to prison. 
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Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 

 

 

Zdroje a literatura: 

 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter. 1. vyd. Oxford: OUP, 2008. 

ISBN 978-0-19-479183-0. 

 

 


