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     The next morning Allnutt woke up with the worst headache he had ever had. 

The light hurt his eyes, and he could only sit there, holding his head in his 

hands. Rose, meanwhile, was emptying all the gin bottles over the side of the 

boat. Then, without even looking at him, she made herself some breakfast. Next, 

she washed some clothes and hung them up to dry, still without a word to 

Allnutt. 

This was, in fact, the beginning of the great silence. 

     Rose had been able to think of no better way of making Allnutt’s life hell – 

she did not realize it was the most effective way. By the end of a day Allnutt, 

who loved talking, was desperate for some conversation. 

     ‘Blimey, ain’t it hot?’ he said, coming to sit beside Rose. She said nothing.  

She was very busy, doing some sewing.   

     ‘Ain’t you going to answer me, Miss?’ he asked. ‘I’m sorry about last night.  

It was bad to drink so much, I know. There! I don’t mind saying it, Miss. And 

you’ve thrown away the gin, so I’ve learnt my lesson.’ 

     But when there was still no answer, Allnutt became angry. ‘Have it your own 

bloody way, then!’ he said, getting up and going to the other end of the boat. 

     Rose went on calmly with her sewing, while Allnutt spent some time 

repairing the boiler and the engine. But when he had washed all the oil off 

himself, there was nothing left to do. And all round him was the silence of the 

river, which in itself was enough to make him feel lonely and uncertain. 

     Allnutt was not intelligent enough to win the battle against Rose. He had 

tried several times to talk to Rose, and only once had he managed to make her 

say anything.   

     ‘I hate you,’ she had said then. ‘You’re a coward and you tell lies, and I 

won’t ever speak to you again.’ 

     Allnutt was considering the situation. At first he had thought Rose was angry 

with him for being drunk. Then he realized her anger was at his refusal to go on 

down the river.  

 

 



VY_32_INOVACE_AJ.2.04 

 
 
 

After reading the text answer following questions: 

 

1. How did Allnutt feel in the morning? 

2. What was the only thing he could do? 

3. What did Rose do the morning after Allnutt got drunk? 

4. Who loved talking? 

5. Why did Allnutt become angry? 

6. How did Allnutt spend time? 

7. Could Allnutt win the battle against Rose? 

8. Why was Rose angry? 

9. What were her plans? 

10. What was the argument about? 

 

Answers: 

1. Allnutt woke up with the worst headache he had ever had.  

2. He could only sit there, holding his head in his hands.  

3. Rose, meanwhile, was emptying all the gin bottles over the side of the 

boat. Then, without even looking at him, she made herself some 

breakfast.  

4. Allnutt. 

5. Because Rose didn’t want to talk to him. 

6. Allnutt spent some time repairing the boiler and the engine. But when he 

had washed all the oil off himself, there was nothing left to do.  

7. No. 

8. Because Allnutt didn’t want to go down the river. 

9. To go down the river. 

10.  About the future plans, to go down the river or not. 
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Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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