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Wuthering Heights 

 

Type of work: novel  

Setting (time): 1770 - 1802 

Setting (place): All the action of Wuthering Heights takes place in or around two    

neighbouring houses on the Yorkshire moors - Wuthering Heights and 

Thrushcross Grange. 

Protagonists: Heathcliff, Catherine 
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Wuthering Heights 
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     ‘Ellen, will you keep a secret for me?’ Catherine asked in the end, giving me 

her sweetest smile. ‘I must tell you! I need your advice. Today Edgar Linton has 

asked me to marry him, and I gave him an answer. Now, before I tell you if it 

was yes or no, you tell me which I should have said.’ 

     ‘Really, Miss Catherine, how can I know? Perhaps you should have refused 

him. He must be a fool to ask you, after you were so rude and violent this 

afternoon.’ 

     ‘Well, I accepted him, Ellen!’ she said crossly. ‘But should I have done so? 

Should I? What do you think?’ 

     ‘First, do you love him? I asked. 
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     ‘Of course I do, ‘ she replied. 

     ‘Why do you love him, Miss Catherine?’ 

     ‘Well, I do, that’s enough. Well, because he’s handsome, and a pleasant 

companion.’ 

     ‘Oh, that’s bad,’ I said, shaking my head. 

     ‘And because he loves me.’ 

     ‘That’s worse.’ 

     ‘And because he’ll be rich, and I shall be the most important woman for 

miles around.’ 

     ‘Worst of all. But there are several other handsome, rich young men in the 

world. Why don’t you marry one of them?’ 

     ‘I don’t know any of them. I only know Edgar.’ 

     ‘Well, I don’t know why you’re unhappy, Miss Catherine. Your brother will 

be pleased, and Mr Edgar’s parents will, too. You love Edgar, and Edgar loves 

you. What’s the problem?’ 

     ‘Here! And here!’ replied Catherine, beating her head and her chest.’ In my 

heart and soul I know I’m wrong! Ellen, I can’t live apart from Heathcliff! He is 

more myself than I am. Our souls are the same! I have nothing common with 

Edgar. But I can’t marry Heathcliff now! Hindley has made him become poor, 

dull farm worker. He’ll never know how I love him.’ 

     I suddenly heard a movement outside the window, and saw Heathcliff stand 

up and walk away. I realized he had been listening until he heard Catherine say 

she could not marry him. Then he stayed to hear no more 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who wanted to marry Catherine? 

2. Who is in love with her? 

3. Who needed advice from Ellen? 

4. Why did Catherine accept Edgar’s offer? 

5. What did Ellen think about it? 

6. Did Catherine really love Edgar? 

7. Who does she love very deeply? 

8. Who will be happy with the marriage? 

9. Why can’t Catherine marry Heathcliff? 

10.  Can she live without him? 

 

Answers: 

 

1. Edgar Linton. 

2. Heathcliff and Edgar. 

3. Catherine. 

4. Because she loved him and he loved her and because she would be rich, 

and the most important woman for miles around. 

5. That it’s not right. 

6. No, she didn’t. 

7. Heathcliff. 

8. Catherine’s brother and Edgar’s parents. 

9. Because he is poor. 
10.  No, she can’t. 

 

 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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