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Huckleberry Finn 
 

 

Type of work: novel 

 

Setting (time):  before the Civil War; roughly 1835–1845; Twain said the novel 

was set forty to fifty years before the time of its publication 

 

Setting (place):  The Mississippi River town of St. Petersburg, Missouri; 

various locations along the river through Arkansas 

 

Main protagonist:  Huck Finn 
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Huckleberry Finn 
 

 

     Mostly it was a lazy, comfortable kind of life, but after two months Pop 

began to hit me too much with his stick. He often went away into the town too, 

and then he always locked me in the hut. Once he was away for three days and I 

thought I was never going to get out again. 

     When he came back that time, he was drunk and angry. He wanted my 

money, but Judge Thatcher wouldn’t give it to him. The judge wanted to send 

me to live with the widow again, Pop told me. I wasn’t very pleased about that. I 

didn’t want to go back there. 

     So I decided to escape and go down the river and live in the woods 

somewhere. When Pop was out, I began to cut a hole in the wooden wall of the 

hut. In a few days, when the hole was bigger, I could take the wood out, escape 

through the hole, and put the wood back. 

     One morning Pop sent me down to the river to catch some fish for breakfast. 

To my surprise, there was a canoe in the water and there was no one in it. 

Immediately, I jumped into the river and brought the canoe to the side. It was 

lucky that Pop didn’t see me, and I decided to hide the canoe under some trees 

and use it when I escaped. 

     That afternoon, Pop locked me in and went off to town.’ He won’t be back 

tonight,’ I thought, so I began to work hard at my hole. Soon I could get out 

through it, and I carried food and drink and Pop’s gun down to the canoe. Then I 

put back the wood to hide the hole, took the gun and went into the wood. There I 

shot a wild pig and took it back to the hut with me. Next, I broke down the door 

with an axe. I carried the pig into the hut and put some of its blood on the 

ground. Then I put some big stones in the sack and pulled it along behind me to 

the river. Last of all, I put some blood and some of my hair on the axe. I left the 

axe in a corner of the hut and took the pig down to the river. 

     ‘They won’t know it’s only a pig in the river,’ I said to myself. ‘They’ll think 

it’s me.’ 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

 

1. Where was Huck when Pop went away? 

 

2. How long was Pop away? 

 

3. What did Pop want? 

 

4. Why did Huck decide to run away? 

 

5. How did Huck escape from the hut? 

 

6. Where did Huck find a canoe? 

 

7. What did he do with it? 

 

8. Why did he need it? 

 

9. Why did Huck shoot a wild pig? 

 

10. Why did he pretend to be dead? 

 

 

Answers: 

 

1. In a hut. 

2. Three days. 

3. Huck’s money. 

4. Because he didn’t want to live with the widow again. 

5. He cut a hole in the wooden wall of the hut.  

6. On the river. 

7. He hid it. 

8. He wanted to escape in it. 

9. Because Huck needed its blood. 

10.  He didn’t want to be found. 
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Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 
autorskému zákonu. 
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