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Raymond Chandler 

(1888, Chicago – 1959, La Jolla, California) 

 

Goldfish 

Type of work: detective novel 

Setting time: 1930s 

Setting place: Los Angeles 

Main protagonist: Carmady, a private detective 

      

     At the back of the house I found a room with a closed door. No answer. I 

went in. The little man on the bed was probably Peeler Mardo. I noticed his feet 

first, because they were tied to the end of the bed by a rope round his ankles. 

     Somebody had burned the bottoms of his feet first until there was no skin 

left. There was still a smell of burning in the room, and on a table by the bed 

there was a hot electric iron. I turned it off. 

     I went to Kathy’s kitchen and found some whiskey. I drank some of it and 

looked out of the window. Then I went back to Peeler Mardo’s room. On the 

bed next to him was the stuff from his pockets – some keys and some money. 

     He was a little man, no taller than one meter sixty, with thin brown hair and 

large ears. His eyes weren’t blue or brown or green. They were just eyes, very 

open, and very dead. His arms were tied by ropes to the bedhead. 

     I looked for bullet holes, but there was nothing. It was just the burns. I 

suppose his heart stopped when they put the iron on his feet. It was still warm. 

     I cleaned everything that I had touched, looked out of Kathy’s front window 

for a while, then left the house. 

     It was three-thirty when I walked into the cigar shop in the Mansion House 

and asked for a packed of cigarettes. 
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     Kathy gave me the smile that she kept for customers. 

‘You didn’t take long,’ she said, passing me the packet. 

‘It’s serious,’ I told her. ‘Are you ready for this?’ 

She looked past my head, her eyes cool and empty. 

‘I’m ready,’ she said. 

 

 

   After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who was lying on the bed? 

2. How did he die? 

3. What happened to him? 

4. Why were his arms and feet tied by ropes to the bed? 

5. What was on the bed next to him? 

6. Who found the dead body? 

7. Was the body still warm? 

8. Were there any bullet holes? 

9. Why did the private detective (the narrator) clean everything he had 

touched? 

10. Where did Kathy work? 

 

Answers: 

1. Peeler Mardo. 

2. His heart stopped when they put the iron on his feet. 

3. Somebody had burned the bottoms of his feet first until there was no skin 

left. 

4. So as not to move. 

5. There was the stuff from his pockets – some keys and some money. 

6. Carmady. 
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7. Yes, it was. 

8. No, there weren’t. 

9. So as not to leave any fingerprints. 

10.   In the cigar shop in the Mansion House 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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