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David Copperfield 

 

     I was very unhappy during this time. Mr Murdstone insisted on my studying, 

and so my mother gave me lessons. In the past she and I had enjoyed our studies 

together, and she had taught me a lot in her gently way. But now both Mr and 

Miss Murdstone were present during my lessons, and somehow I couldn’t 

concentrate or remember what I had learnt. My poor mother was very 

sympathetic, and tried to encourage me, sometimes even whispering the answer 

to me. But the Murdstones had sharp ears. 

     ‘Clara, my love!’ Mr Murdstone used to say crossly. ‘Remember! Be firm! 

You’re making the boy’s character worse by helping him like that!’ 

    ‘Oh, Edward, I’m sorry,’ my mother replied, looking embarrassed and 

hanging her head like a guilty child. 

     One morning when I arrived in the sitting room as usual for my lesson, I saw 

that Mr Murdstone had a thin stick in his hand. I couldn’t take my eyes off it. 

     ‘You must be very careful today, David,’ he said with his unpleasant smile, 

holding the stick in both hands. 

     I knew what would happen then. A terrible fear took hold of me, and all that I 

had learnt disappeared immediately from my memory, so that I could not answer 

any of my mother’s questions. Mr Murdstone got up from his chair. 

     ‘Well, David,’ he said heavily, ‘I think you’re worried your mother enough 

today. We’ll go upstairs, boy. Come,’ and he picked up the stick. I heard my 

mother crying as we went upstairs. 

     ‘Please, Mr Murdstone!’ I cried. ‘Don’t beat me! I’ve tried to learn, really I 

have, sir!’ 

     But he did not listen to me. In my bedroom, he held my arms and started 

hitting me with the stick. I managed to get hold of his hand, and bit deep into it. 

He cried out angrily, and began to hit me as hard as he could. Above the noise of 

my screams, I could hear my mother and Peggotty crying outside the door. Then 

the next moment, he was gone. I heard him lock the door. And I was lying, sore 

and bleeding, on the floor. The whole house seemed suddenly very quiet. 
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After reading answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who insisted on David’s studying? 

 

2. Who taught David? 

 

3. Why couldn’t David and his mother enjoy his studies? 

 

4. Why couldn’t David concentrate or remember what he had learnt? 

 

5. Who was very sympathetic? 

 

6. Who tried to encourage him? 

 

7. Who tried to whisper the correct answers to him? 

 

8. Why was David beaten? 

 

9. Who hit him with the stick? 

 

10. What did David manage to do, when he was beaten? 

 

Answers: 

1.  Mr Murdstone. 

2. His mother. 

3. Because both Mr and Miss Murdstone were present during his lessons. 

4. Because both Mr and Miss Murdstone were present during his lessons. 

5. David’s mother. 

6. David’s mother. 

7. David’s mother. 

8. Because he could not answer any of his mother’s questions. 

9. Mr Murdstone. 

10.  He managed to get hold of Mr Murdstone’s hand, and bit deep into it. 
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Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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