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 A month or so later, at the official inquiry, Jim was asked what had happened to 

the Patna. Trying to describe the experience honestly, he replied, ‘The ship went 

over whatever it was as easily as oil running over a stick.’ 

     The inquiry was held in the crowded police court of an Eastern port. Jim 

stood there, in front of them all, while many eyes looked at him out of dark, 

white, and red faces, like staring shadows. They saw a large, good-looking 

young man, with strait back and unhappy eyes. The three judges, two of whom 

were sea captains, sat together under a large window. They asked Jim clear 

questions, which he answered truthfully. Outside, the sun was beating down, and 

the air was heavy in the courtroom. Jim’s voice seemed very loud to him; it was 

the only sound in the world. The painful questions they asked him appeared to 

come from inside him, like the questioning of his conscience. 

     ‘So after you realized the ship had hit something underwater, your captain 

ordered you to go and see if there was any damage?’ asked one of the sea 

captains. 

     ‘Yes,’ said Jim. ‘I discovered a big hole in the metal wall of the ship, below 

the water. I didn’t think of danger just then. I was surprised, because it had 

happened so quickly. I was on my way back to tell the captain, when I met the 

second engineer. He had broken his left arm when he was thrown forward 

earlier. When I told him about the damage, he cried, “My God! The whole ship 

will be full of water in a minute!” He pushed me away with his right arm and 

ran up on to the bridge, shouting as he went. I followed him, and was in time to 

see the captain hit him. The captain ordered him to keep quiet and go and stop 

the engines.’ 

    Jim hoped that if he described everything exactly, and gave all the facts, the 

people in the courtroom would understand the full horror of it. Every small 

detail of what had happened was important. Fortunately he remembered it all 

very clearly. There was something else as well, something unseen and evil that 

had helped to cause the disaster. He wished to make that clear. He wanted to go 

on talking, to find out the truth. But although he spoke calmly and carefully, he 

felt like a trapped animal, desperately searching for a way out. 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who was asked at the official inquiry? 

2. Where was the inquiry held? 

3. How many judges were there? 

4. What is the Patna? 

5. What happened to the Patna? 

6. Whom did Jim meet at his way back? 

7. Who ran up on to the bridge? 

8. What orders was given by a captain? 

9. How did Jim answer all the questions? 

10.  How did Jim feel? 

 

Answers: 

1. Jim 

2. In the crowded police court of an Eastern port. 

3. Three. 

4. A ship 

5. It sank. 

6. The second engineer. 

7. The second engineer. 

8. To keep quiet and go and stop the engines. 

9. Calmly and carefully. 

10. He felt like a trapped animal. 

 

 



VY_32_INOVACE_AJ.2.11 

 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 
autorskému zákonu. 
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