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The Picture of Dorian Gray 

 

Type of work: novel 

Setting time: 1890s 

Setting place: London, England 

Main protagonist: Dorian Gray 
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A cry of horror came from the artist when he saw the terrible face in the portrait. 

How could that evil and unlovely face be Dorian Gray’s? But yes, it was. He 

went nearer to the picture. It could not be the portrait that he had painted. But 

yes, there was his name written in the corner. He turned and looked at Dorian 

Gray’s with the eyes of a sick man. 

     ‘What does this mean?’ he asked at last. 

     ‘When you finished the portrait,’ replied Dorian, ‘I made a wish...’ 

     ‘I remember, yes,’ said Basil. ‘You wished that the picture could become old, 

and that you could stay young. But this ...’ He stared again at the picture. ‘This 

is impossible. And you told me that you’d destroyed the picture.’ 

     ‘I was wrong. It has destroyed me.’ 

     ‘My God, Dorian!’ cried the artists. ‘If this is true...If this is the face of your 

soul, then you are more evil than the worst of the stories about you.’ He sat 

down at the table and put his face in his hands. ‘You must ask God for his help.’ 

     ‘It’s too late, Basil.’ 

     ‘It’s never too late, Dorian. Look at that terrible face. Look at it!’ 

     Dorian turned and stared at the face in the picture, and suddenly he hated 

Basil more than he had ever hated anyone in his life. Basil now knew his secret, 

and had seen the real Dorian Gray. Violent feelings burned inside Dorian. He 

picked up a knife from the table. Then the hate inside him exploded, and like a 

wild animal, he ran towards Basil, and dug the knife into the artist’s neck, again 

and again and again. The murdered man’s head fell forwards, and the blood ran 

slowly across the table, and down onto the floor. 

     Dorian stood and listened. He could hear nothing, only the drip, drip of blood 

onto the floor. He went to the window and looked down into the street. He felt 

strangely calm. The friend who had painted his portrait had gone out of his life. 

That was all. 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who is Basil? 

2. Whose portrait did he paint? 

3. How did Basil feel when he saw the picture? 

4. What wish did Dorian make when his portrait was finished? 

5. Why did Dorian hate Basil? 

6. What was Dorian’s secret? 

7. What kind of feelings burned inside Dorian? 

8. What did Dorian pick up from the table? 

9. How did Basil die? 

10.  How did Dorian feel after a murder? 

 

Answers: 

1. A painter. 

2. Dorian Gray’s. 

3. He was horrified. 

4. Dorian wished that the picture could become old, and that he could stay 

young. 

5. Because he knew his secret. 

6. That his portrait grew instead of him. 

7. Violent feelings. 

8. A knife. 
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9. Dorian killed him. 

     10. He felt strangely calm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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