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Three Men in a Boat 

 

Type of work: novel 

Genre: humorous  

Setting time: the end of the 19
th
 century 

Setting place: mostly on the River Thames 

Main protagonists: George, Harris, Jerome and Montmorency, a fox terrier 
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   After some time, Harris and I began to think that Bell Weir lock had 

disappeared. ‘Perhaps someone has taken it away,’ we said. George had towed 

the boat as far as the Staines, and we had towed it from there. It seemed to get 

heavier and heavier. We began to think that we were right and that someone had 

moved the lock. But, finally, at half past seven, we reached it and got through it. 

By now we just wanted to eat and to go to bed. So we stopped before we 

reached Magna Charta Island. It was quite a pretty place and we tied our boat to 

a big tree. 

     We were looking forward to having something to eat then, but George said, 

’No! It’s better to put the cover on the boat first, before it gets dark. All our 

work will be finished then. We’ll be able to sit down and enjoy our meal.’     

     None of us had realized that it would be so difficult to fix the cover. There 

were five pieces of metal and you put these into special holes on the side of 

boat. The pieces of metal were half circles, and when you had put them into the 

holes, you just had to pull the cover over them. 

     We thought it would probably take about ten minutes. 

     We were wrong. 

     We took the pieces of metal, and we began to drop them into their holes. You 

would not expect this to be dangerous work, but it was. 

     First of all, the pieces of metal would not fit into their holes. We had to jump 

on them, and kick them, and beat them. And when we got one in, we found that 

it was the wrong piece of metal for those holes. So we had to take it out again. 

     At last we got them finished. Then we only had to put the cover on. George 

took one end, and he fastened it over the front of the boat. Harris stood in the 

middle of the boat to take the cover from George. I stayed at the back of the boat 

to take the end of the cover from Harris. 

     George did his job all right, but it was new work to Harris and he did 

everything wrong. 
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After the reading answer the following questions: 

 

1. What did they think about Bell Weir lock? 

2. When did they reach Bell Weir lock? 

3. Where did they stop? 

4. What was the only thing they wanted to do? 

5. What did they tie their boat to? 

6. What was George’s suggestion? 

7. How did they fix the cover? 

 

Answers: 

1. They began to think that Bell Weir lock had disappeared. 

2. At half past seven. 

3. At quite a pretty place. 

4. To eat and to go to bed. 

5. To a big tree. 

6. To put the cover on the boat first, before it gets dark. 

7.  There were five pieces of metal and they tried to put these into special 

holes on the side of boat. The pieces of metal were half circles, and when 

you had put them into the holes, you just had to pull the cover over them. 
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Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání na 

všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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