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     She picked up the baby. One of the children asked, ‘Are you really going to 

baptize him, Tess? What’s his name going to be?’ 

     She had not thought of that, but remembered the story of Adam and Eve in 

the Bible. Because they did wrong together, God said they would live in sorrow 

for the rest of their lives. 

     She said firmly, ‘SORROW, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’ 

     She splashed some water on the child, and there was silence. 

     ‘Say Amen, children.’ 

     ‘Amen,’ they replied. 

     Tess put her hand into the water, and drew a huge cross upon the baby with 

her finger. She continued the service in the well-known words, asking for the 

baby to be protected against the world and against wickedness. Her belief gave 

her hope; her sweet warm voice rang out the thanks that follow the baptism. The 

single candle was reflected in het shining eyes like a diamond. The children 

asked no more questions, but looked up at her in amazement. She seemed almost 

like a god to them. 

     Poor Sorrow’s fight against the world and wickedness was a short one, 

fortunately perhaps, taking into account his situation. In the blue light of the 

morning he breathed his last. Tess had been calm since the baptism and she 

remained calm. She was no longer worried about Sorrow’s afterlife. If God did 

not accept the baptism, she did not value His Heaven, either for herself or for 

her child. 

     Tess thought a good deal about the baptism, however, and wondered if it 

might mean that Sorrow could be buried in the churchyard, with a church 

service. She went to the parson’s house after dark, and met him near his gate. 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who is Tess going to baptize? 

2. What name was the baby given? 

3. Why did Tess decide to baptize the baby herself? 

4. What did Tess do to save her baby from the hell? 

5. How many candles were there? 

6. When did the baby die? 

7. Why wasn’t Tess worried about Sorrow’s afterlife? 

8. Where did Tess go after the dark? 

Answers: 

1. Her son. 

2. Sorrow. 

3. Because he was an illegitimate child and he couldn’t be baptized in a 

church. 

4. She baptized him herself. 

5. There was one candle. 

6. He died in the blue light of morning.  

7. Because he was baptized.  

8. She went to the parson’s house. 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání na 

všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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