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Jane Eyre: 

 

Type of work: novel 

Setting time: early decades of the nineteenth century 

Setting place: northern England 

Main protagonist: Jane Eyre 
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     One day in January I had a free afternoon, as Adele was ill, so I decided to 

walk to Hay, a village two miles away, to post a letter for the housekeeper. It 

was a bright, frosty day, and I was enjoying the fresh air and the exercise. 

Stopping on the lonely road, I watched the sun go down in the trees behind 

Thornfield, and then in the silence I heard a horse approaching. Suddenly there 

was a crash as the horse slipped and fell on the ice, bringing down its rider. I ran 

to see if I could help the traveller, who was swearing furiously as he pulled 

himself free of his horse. 

     ‘Are you hurt, sir? Can I do anything?’ I asked. 

     ‘Just stand back, ’he growled, as he lifted himself painfully to his feet. 

Obviously his leg hurt him, and he sat down quickly. 

     ‘If you need help, sir, I can fetch someone either from Thornfield Hall or 

from Hay,’ I offered. 

     ‘Thank you, but I don’t need anyone. I haven’t broken any bones,’ he replied 

crossly. I could see him clearly in the moonlight. He was of medium height, 

with angry-looking eyes, and was about thirty- five. If he had been a young, 

attractive gentleman, I would have been too shy to offer help, but as he was not 

handsome, and even quite rough I felt I wanted to help him. 

     ‘I can’t leave you, sir, so late on this lonely road, till I see you are fit enough 

to get on your horse,’ I insisted. 

     He looked at me for the first time when I said this. 

     ‘I think you ought to be at home yourself,’ he answered. ‘Do you live near 

here?’ 

     ‘In that house over there,’ I said. 

     ‘You live in...in that house?’ he asked, surprised, pointing to Thornfield Hall, 

which was lit up in the moonlight. 
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After reading the text answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who had a free afternoon? 

2. What month was it? 

3. What did Jane decide to do? 

4. What happened on Jane’s afternoon walk to Hay? 

5. Why did she stop on the lonely road? 

6. Why did the horse fall down? 

7. Why was the traveller swearing furiously? 

8. Describe the traveller. 

Answers: 

1. Jane Eyre. 

2. January. 

3. She decided to walk to Hay, a village two miles away, to post a letter for 

the housekeeper. 

4. The horse slipped and fell on the ice, bringing down its rider. 

5. She was enjoying the fresh air and the exercise. 

6. Because it slipped on the ice. 

7. Because he pulled himself free of his horse. 

8. He was of medium height, with angry-looking eyes, and was about thirty- 

five. If he had been a young, attractive gentleman, Jane would have been 

too shy to offer help, but as he was not handsome, and even quite rough 

she felt she wanted to help him. 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání 

na všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 

 

Zdroje a literatura: 

 

Brontë, Charlotte: Jane Eyre. 1. vyd. Oxford: OUP, 2008.   

ISBN 978-0-19-479262-2. 
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