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Evelyn Waugh 

(28 October, 1903, London, the UK – 10 April, 1966, Combe Florey, Somerset, 

the UK) 

 

Decline and Fall 

 

Type of work: novel 

Genre: satire 

Setting time: 1920s  

Setting place: Britain 

Main protagonist: Paul Pennyfeather 
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Two days later Beste-Chetwynde was practising on the organ in the 

village church. It was his second music lesson with Paul.  

 ‘Do you know, sir, the fifth year really rather like you?’ 

 ‘Is it so unusual?’ asked Paul. ‘Stop playing for a moment, can’t you?’ 

 ‘A very few masters get on with them?’ said Beste-Chetwynde. ‘And I’ll 

tell you another thing. You know that man Philbrick. There’s something strange 

about him.’ 

 ‘I’ve no doubt of it.’ 

 ‘It’s not just that he’s such a bad butler. The servants are always awful 

here. But he has a great big diamond ring, and says he used to eat off gold 

plates. We believe he isn’t butler at all, but a member of foreign royal family, 

hiding in England until the political situation improves in his country.’ 

 ‘He looks very English to me.’ 

 ‘Well, that’s what we think, anyway. And now I am going to play the 

organ. After all, my mother does pay five pounds a term extra for me to learn.’ 

 At the end of the week, as Paul sat in the Common Room waiting for the 

bell for tea, he found himself thinking that on the whole things had not been 

quite as awful as he had expected. As Beste-Chetwynde has told him, he was a 

distinct success with his class. After the first day they had come to an unspoken 

agreement. When Paul wished to read or write letters, the boys did not disturb 

him; when he decided it was time to talk to them about their lessons, they 

remained silent; and when he gave them homework to do, some of it was done. 

It had rained every day, so there had been no games. No punishments, no 

problems, no effort, and in the evenings the confessions of Grimes, which 

provided material for a fascinating study of shamelessness.  
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After the reading answer the following questions: 

 

1. Who was practising on the organ? 

2. Where was he practising? 

3. Who is his teacher? 

4. What is strange about Philbrick? 

5. What is said about him? 

6. What was the unspoken agreement? 

7. Why there were no games? 

 

Answers: 

1. Beste-Chetwynde. 

2. He was practising in the village church. 

3. Paul Pennyfeather. 

4. He has a great big diamond ring, and says he used to eat off gold plates.  

5. They believe he isn’t butler at all, but a member of foreign royal family, 

hiding in England until the political situation improves in his country. 

6. When Paul wished to read or write letters, the boys did not disturb him; 

when he decided it was time to talk to them about their lessons, they 

remained silent; and when he gave them homework to do, some of it was 

done. 

7. There were no games because of rain. 

 

Materiál je určen pro bezplatné používání pro potřeby výuky a vzdělávání na 

všech typech škol a školských zařízení. Jakékoliv další využití podléhá 

autorskému zákonu. 
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